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were also divided, those in the talpat part of the village belonging to Government and only cultivating Government land, and vice versa; the former were sirhiri as ami (Government men), and the latter vdntd-ni-dsami or vdntd men. It was quite according to the custom and feeling of the time that a talpat man should be prevented from wasting the energy he should bestow on the cultivation of Government land by devoting his attention to vdntd, and the holders of the latter equally resented one of their men cultivating talpat. This tax bore the name of Svadizi, as well as what was really a direct quit-rent leviable on alienated land of all descriptions when cultivated with particular crops ; the latter was sometimes confined to the occasion of raising of sugar-cane or valuable irrigated crops, and was then called mdlidt-svddid (garden-crop cess). When the new svddid was abolished in 1826, therefore, for the purpose of removing all restrictions on the ryots' cultivation, the old one was still continued. The value of the new impost at that time in Kheda was about Es. 12,560, and it had amounted since its imposition in 1819-20 in Ahmadsibad to about Es. 35,190 per annum. It was reported by the Collector in 1831 that the old impost was not considered unfair, and that the increase in cultivation subsequent to the abolition of the new one had made up for the loss temporarily sustained. Another form of this indirect method of taxing alienated lands will be noticed under the Kheda Col-lectorate under the name of Veto,.
The leases of the Talukdari estates in Dhandhuka and Gogha having expired in 1822, the Collector caused estimates of the produce of the villages to be made by men specially deputed for the purpose. The returns, no doubt, were untrustworthy, as all estimates of crops must be very uncertain, but they were the best obtainable. Having compared these with such other information as could be got together, the Collector proposed to grant new leases for seven years at a reduction of about Es. 2,000 on the rentals of the preceding year, Ks. 1,70,606. The leases, it was hoped, would give the Talukdars time to recover from the depressed condition to which, they had been reduced, partly through their own indolence, ignorance, and improvidence, and partly through the large quantities of land held by members of